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For  addit ional inform at ion, l ink  t o synopsis             

This care process model/clinical practice guideline is meant as a guide for the healthcare provider, does not establish a standard of care, and is not a substitute for medical judgment 
which should be applied based upon the individual circumstances and clinical condition of the patient.

Abbreviat ions (laborat ory & 
radiology excluded):
pt. = patient 
PICU = Pediatric Intensive Care 
Unit

Pt. presents with 
Respiratory Distress

Does pt.
 meet Bronchiolitis 

criteria?

Write Bronchiolitis Outpatient 
treatment orders

- Oxygen therapy to maintain 
SpO2>90%

- Try least invasive suctioning 
first - Nasal Suction

- Antipyretic dosing
- Encourage feeding

Yes

Evaluate response

Does pt. meet discharge criteria:
- O2 >/= 90% on room air

- Close follow up plan
- Tolerating po

- Parents are comfortable
- No respiratory distress

Discharge Pt.
Bronchiolitis Education

Teach how to suction with a bulb syringe 
Bulb syringe given

Consider Respiratory Outpatient Clinic (ROC) referral

Yes

Other diagnosesNo
Off guideline

Provide appropriate care

Continue supportive care
- Oxygen therapy to maintain 

SpO2>90%
- Try least invasive suctioning 

first - Nasal Suction
- Antipyretic dosing
- Encourage feeding

No Evaluate response

Does pt. 
meet discharge 

criteria?
Yes

Does pt. meet 
PICU criteria?

No

Transfer to PICU Yes

Admit to General 
Pediatric Service

Evidence does NOT support routine 
use of the following:

- Albuterol
- Antibiotics
- Chest X-rays
- Glucocortisteroids
- Laboratory Tests
- Racemic Epinephrine
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