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Special Considerations:
* If concern for spinal cord injury or

patient presents with focal Patient with concern for cervical

neurologic deficits following a spine (C-spine) injury or has a cervical collar

traumatic event, refer to Spinal placed QR code for mobile
view

Cord Injury Clinical Pathway

* If concern for non-accidental
trauma/abuse, refer to Child
Physical Abuse Clinical Pathway

* Admit as indicated
* Despite not meeting PECARN C-Spine Injury
Criteria, C-spine clearance may be achieved by
one or more of the following:

> No clinical concerns for C-spine injury

> Negative cervical spine X-rays or CT scan

> Negative cervical spine MRI
* Refer to Child Physical Abuse Clinical Pathway

Does the
patient meet PECARN
C-Spine Injury Criteria
for imaging?

Is non-accidental
trauma/abuse
suspected?

Activated Trauma
Every patient that is an activated
trauma will be treated as if a
cervical spine injury is present and
placed or maintained in a cervical
collar until the concern for injury is No
ruled out by physical examination

Yes No—»

along with imaging findings if Yes
indicated
C-Spine Clearance Authorized ) Does the
Team Assess range of | «—No patlgnt mgetm Yes
» Staff, Fellows, Advanced Practice motion C-Spine !mur\( Criteria
. .. for imaging?
Providers (Emergency Medicine,
Orthopedic Surgery, Neurosurgery,
or General Surgery)
* Rotating Residents (Orthopedic \J

Is there pain with

Surgery, General Surgery, or Maintain or place in

Yes,based on physician discretion—»

Neurosurgery) range of motion or midline cervical collar
tenderness?
Y
Imaging
No * X-ray versus CT scan based on PECARN C-Spine Injury Criteria
+ -or-
« If outside imaging is available, consider Children's Mercy
Clinically clear C-spine Radiology overread when further interpretation is needed
* Consult Spine Surgery
Do the X-rays or « If concern for spinal cord injury, refer to Spinal Cord
CT scan have positive Yes Injury Clinical Pathway
findings? * If concern for non-accidental trauma/abuse, refer to
Child Physical Abuse Clinical Pathway
No
¢ Clinically clear C-spine
« If there is still clinical concern, consider a Spine
Team consult , Abbreviations:
« If concern for non-accidental trauma/abuse, refer -
to Child Physical Abuse Clinical Pathwa PECARN = Pediatric Emergency
¥ Y Care Applied Research Network
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This clinical pathway is meant as a guide for physicians and healthcare providers. It does not establish a standard of care, and is not a substitute for medical judgment which should be applied based upon the
individual circumstances and dlinical condition of the patient. Printing of Clinical Pathways is not recommended as these documents are updated regularly . Copyright ©) The Children’s Mercy Hospital 2026. All rights reserved.
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