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Evidence Based Practice

Exclusion Criteria:

* Pre-adolescents or children < 11 years

+ Adolescents with significant cognitive
disabilities

For any concern of sex trafficking in

these patients, consult Social Work

and, if needed, SCAN

questions are positive, discuss with clinician

Review the Scoring Guidance to determine screening results
If performed by team member other than clinician and any

QR code for mobile view
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Additional Guidance
+ Call SCAN if concern for other type of
assault or abuse (Child Physical Abuse

Clinical Pathway or_Child Abuse Tool
Kit
* If other risk factors for STI, complete
screening for STI (STI Clinical
Pathway)
* Specifically report to Social Work if:
> Any photos/videos of the minor
have been created or distributed
o Minor reports exchanging sex for
the promise of money or
something of monetary value

Less than three positive response to
questions 2 - 6
-and-

no positive responses to questions 7 - 10

Additional Patient/Family

Resources:

+ Online safety

» Healthy Relationships

» National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children resources

Lower Risk for Trafficking
* Provide support
* Refer to additional guidance as needed
¢ If needed, contact Social Work for
assistance
Regardless of screening results, if someone is
concerned for trafficking, contact Social Work

Abbreviations:
* SANE: Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
+ SCAN: Safety Care and Nurturing
(clinic)
+ STI: Sexually Transmitted Infection

Contact: EvidenceBasedPractice @cmh.edu
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Positive responses to three or more questions 2 - 6
-or.
any positive responses to part a of questions 7 - 9,
but no positive responses to part b of questions
7 -9 or to question 10

Any positive response to part b
of questions 7 - 10
-0or-
positive response to question 10
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At Risk for Trafficking
* Provide support and validate responses to
screening

* Consider Social Work consult (provider discretion)

* Refer to additional guidance as needed

Regardless of screening results, if someone is concerned,
or trafficking, contact Social Work

Trafficking has occurred
* Follow next steps depending on the care
setting.
* Provide support and empower patient
(Suggested script for positive screen)
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Next steps for community healthcare
professionals
* Report to state child protective services and law
enforcement
o Reporting guidance for Community Provider
* Refer to additional guidance as needed
* Option to contact CMKC for guidance
(call 1-800-GO-MERCY)

Next steps for CMKC healthcare professionals
e Contact Social Work if not already involved
* Report to state child protective services and law
enforcement
» Reporting guidance for CMKC
e Complete validation and/or affirmation
disclosure
* Refer to additional guidance as needed
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Complete Disposition and Consider

Safety Plan

Link to: synopsis and references

Last Updated: 10.24.2025

This clinical pathway is meant as a guide for physicians and healthcare providers. It does not establish a standard of care, and is not a substitute for medical judgment which should be applied based upon the
individual circumstances and clinical condition of the patient. Printing of Clinical Pathways is not recommended as these documents are updated regularly . Copyright ©) The Children’s Mercy Hospital 2025. All rights reserved.
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