
Initial antibiotic treatment for AOM 
(Determine if patient is eligible for SNAP)

Does the 
pt have a penicillin 

allergy?
Yes

Is the allergy to 
penicillin mild/moderate 

or severe?
Severe Administer 

clindamycin

No

Has the 
pt received 

amoxicillin within past 30 days 
or does the pt have 

concomitant 
conjunctivitis?

No

Administer high dose 
amoxicillin

(80-90 mg/kg/day)

Has the 
pt improved 
after 48-72 

hours?

No

Administer high dose 
amoxicillin /  clavulanate

Has the 
pt improved within 48-72 

hours after receiving amoxicillin- 
clavulanate?

Mild /Moderate

Consider referral for penicillin 
allergy testing

One of  t he fol low ing f ive 
ant ibiot ics can be used to treat 
AOM if the patient has a 
mild/moderate penicillin allergy: 
- Cefpodoxime  OR
- Cefuroxime OR 
- Cefdinir OR  
- Cefprozil OR 
- Ceftriaxone x 1 day

Role of Oral Cephalosporins

Has the 
pt improved 
after 48-72 

hours?

Yes

Complete the 
antibiotics course, 

no further therapies 
required

Yes

No

Ceftriaxone x3 days 
OR clindamycin

Has the 
pt improved 
after 48-72 

hours?

YesYes

No

Ceftriaxone x3 days OR cefuroxime or cefpodoxime 
PLUS clindamycin (Antibiotic choice dependent on 

palatability, availability, parent/provider preferences)

No

Consult Infectious 
Diseases

Yes

Children's Mercy Kansas City 
Outpatient Antibiotic Handbook

Ant ibiot ic durat ion for  am oxici l l in , am oxici l l in / clavulanat e, cefuroxim e, cefdin ir , cefpodoxim e, cefprozil, and clindam ycin: 
- <2 years of age OR severe AOM OR chronic AOM OR recurrent AOM OR TM perforation = 10 days 
- 2-5 years of age with non-severe symptoms = 7 days 
- ?6 years of age with non-severe symptoms = 5-7 days

Abbreviat ions/Acronym s 
(lab, radiology excluded): 
pt  = patient
AOM = Acute Otitis Media
SNAP = Safety-Net 
Antibiotic Prescription 

Acut e Ot it is Media - 
Im m ediat e Ant ibiot ics
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QR code for 
mobile access

This clinical pathway is meant as a guide for physicians and healthcare providers. It does not establish a standard of care, and is not a substitute for medical judgment which should be applied based upon the 
individual circumstances and clinical condition of the patient. Printing of Clinical Pathways is not recommended as these documents are updated regularly . Copyright   The Children?s Mercy Hospital 2023.  All rights reserved.
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