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Specific Care Question: What is the standard disinfection process, frequency, and storage for non-lumened/non-channeled endoscopes? 

 

Question Originator:  
Tom Button RN, NE-BC, CIC, FAPIC 

 

Summary: No recommendation beyond the Spaulding Classification System (Spaulding, 1972) can be made on the disinfection process, frequency, and 

storage for non-lumened/non-channeled endoscopes as the literature search did not identify published standards or guidelines that specifically answered 
the question. Until literature is published related to cleaning guidelines of non-channeled endoscopes The Office of Evidence Based Practice would 
recommend developing standard work to follow manufacturer's cleaning recommendations. This recommendation is based on FDA data that  
endorses institutions to have the facilities, equipment, and easy access to manufacturer-specified cleaning, sterilization/disinfection agents to implement 
the instructions, and that the instructions are followed (FDA, 2017).  
 

Search Strategy and Results (see PRISMA diagram): ("Echocardiography, Transesophageal"[Mesh] OR nonchanneled OR Non-channeled OR 
"Laryngoscopes"[mesh] OR "bronchoscopes"[mesh] OR ((Transvaginal[tw] OR Otolaryngology[tw] OR ENT[tw]) AND (endoscope[tw] OR Scope[tw])) OR 
"Transvaginal ultrasound") AND (reprocessing[tw] OR "Equipment Reuse"[Mesh]) 
 
("Echocardiography, Transesophageal"[Mesh] OR "Laryngoscope"[mesh] OR "bronchoscope"[mesh] OR ((Transvaginal[tw] OR Otolaryngology[tw] OR 
ENT[tw]) AND (endoscope[tw] OR Scope[tw])) OR "Transvaginal ultrasound") AND ("Decontamination"[MeSH Terms] OR "Disinfection"[MeSH] OR 

"Equipment Contamination"[MeSH] OR "Infection"[Mesh] OR "Infection Control/standards"[MeSH] OR reprocessing[tw] OR "Equipment Reuse"[Mesh]) AND 
(Guideline[ptyp] OR Meta-Analysis[ptyp] OR systematic[sb] OR "clinical protocol" OR "evidence-based medicine") 
 
("Echocardiography, Transesophageal"[Mesh] OR "Laryngoscopes"[mesh] OR "bronchoscopes"[mesh] OR ((Transvaginal[tw] OR Otolaryngology[tw] OR 
ENT[tw]) AND (endoscope[tw] OR Scope[tw])) OR "Transvaginal ultrasound") AND (reprocessing[tw] OR "Equipment Reuse"[Mesh]) AND (Guideline[ptyp] 
OR Meta-Analysis[ptyp] OR systematic[sb] OR "clinical protocol" OR "evidence-based medicine")  

Total number: 18; Number selected by question originator: 0 

 
Studies not included in this review with exclusion rationale: 

Author (YYYY) Reason for exclusion 

Adams, J. (2010)  
Beilenhoff, U. (2017)  

Buescher, D. (2016)  
Cavaliere, M. (2012)  
CDC (2015) 
Collins, W. O. (2009)  
Kanagala, P. (2011)  
Marino, M. (2012)  

Merz, E. (2016) 
Moshkanbaryans, L. (2015)  
Muscarella, L. (2008)  
Muscarella, L. F. (2007)  

Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 

Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 

Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
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Ofstead, C. L. (2017)  

Parohl, N. (2017)  
Putnam, K. (2016)  

Shellnutt, C. (2016)  
Son, B. K. (2017)  
Sowerby, L. J. (2017)  
Statham, M. M. (2010) 

Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 

Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 

Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 
Non-channeled/non-lumened endoscopes not reviewed 

 

EBP team member responsible for reviewing, synthesizing, and developing this document:  
Jarrod Dusin, MS, RD, LD, CNSC 
 

Date Developed/Updated: December 2017 
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Figure 1. Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRIMSA)b 
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Additional records identified 
through other sources  

(n = 1) 

Records after duplicates removed  

(n = 19) 

Records screened  

(n = 19) 

Records excluded  

(n = 19) 
*See References 

Full-text articles assessed 

for eligibility  
(n = 0) 

Full-text articles excluded, 

with reasons  
(n = 0) 

Studies included in 

qualitative synthesis  
(n = 0) 

Studies included in 

quantitative synthesis 
(meta-analysis)  

(n = 0) 

bMoher D, Liberati A, Tetzlaff J, Altman DG, The PRISMA Group 
(2009). Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and 

Meta-Analyses: The PRISMA Statement. PLoS Med 6(7): 

e1000097. doi:10.1371/journal.pmed1000097 
For more information, visit www.prisma-statement.org. 
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