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A LETTER FROM THE OFFICE 
OF GRADUATE MEDICAL 
EDUCATION

Next to patient care, medical education is Children�s Mercy Hospital�s most
enduring mission. In fact, it is so much a part of �what we do� and �who
we are� that its importance is sometimes overlooked. Yet, without
Children�s Mercy Hospital�s Graduate Medical Education (GME) programs,
the quality of medical care in our community wouldn�t be what it is today.
You don�t have to look very hard to find a physician in our community who
spent at least part of their medical school, residency or fellowship training
learning about the care of children at Children�s Mercy.

There�s a lot going on in the world of GME at Children�s Mercy. Over the
last year we organized the Office of GME to centralize our efforts. Jane
Knapp, MD is the Medical Director of GME and Ravi Kallur, PhD is the
Administrative Director of GME. You can find us on the Ground Floor next to
the Medical Library.

In April of 2006 we learned that the 10 GME programs that were reviewed
by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) in
September 2005 were all re-accredited. In July 2006 we had our first ever
review as an ACGME Institutional Sponsor. In October of 2006 we were
notified of our ACGME accreditation as an Institutional Sponsor. Most
recently, we purchased and implemented a web-based electronic evaluation
system for all of our GME programs.

This is our inaugural Annual Report. It is meant to bring you up to date on
the exciting changes and activities that are taking place within our pro-
grams. It is divided into three major sections: Fellowship Education,
Pediatric Residency Education, and Medical Student Education.

Our Pediatric Residency Program has new leadership with Denise Bratcher,
DO, as Program Director and Keith Mann, MD, as Associate Program
Director joining Lorraine Brewer, DO, Associate Program Director. Nasreen
Talib, MD, remains in charge of Medical Student Education. She has been
joined by Kathleen Mourning, MD, and Maria Dycoco, MD, as Assistant
Directors of Medical Student Education. We are currently in the process of
recruiting a physician Director of Fellowship Programs.

We hope that you will be pleased and amazed to learn of the depth and
breadth of our educational activities during the past year. Our future plans
include the training of at least 10 faculty members with masters degrees in
medical education; development of a research program in medical educa-
tion and involvement in strategic planning that increases our resources and
commitment to community medical education. We continue in our goal to
offer the finest training program in Pediatrics both regionally and nationally.

You can visit our GME programs anytime by going to the Children�s Mercy
Web site at www.childrensmercy.org and clicking on Medical Education.

JANE KNAPP, MD
MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF GME
PROFESSOR OF PEDIATRICS,

UMKC

RAVI KALLUR, PHD 
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR 

OF GME
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Children•s Mercy supports over 20 fellowship programs in the Departments of
Pediatrics, Surgery, Radiology, Pathology and Dentistry. Children•s Mercy fellowship
program directors are among the most distinguished members of our faculty with
noteworthy accomplishments in research and education. Their commitment to gradu-
ate medical education is invaluable in training the next generation of subspecialists. 

Children•s Mercy fellows are pursuing advanced training that will prepare them to
care for children with complex illnesses within their area of special expertise and to
serve as consultants for the general pediatrician. In addition to obtaining an out-
standing clinical experience, fellows receive training in research and the principles of
adult education. These skills become the foundation for a productive academic
career. 

With so many fellowship programs it is difficult to profile each one. For our inaugural
report we are highlighting our newest programs. We have included the recent publica-
tions of our fellows and the list of trainees for the 2006-2007 academic year. 

FELLOWSHIP
PROGRAMS

IF YOU ARE PLANNING FOR A YEAR,
SOW RICE;

IF YOU ARE PLANNING FOR A DECADE,
PLANT TREES;

IF YOU ARE PLANNING FOR A LIFETIME,
EDUCATE PEOPLE

CHINESE PROVERB
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•I had a very positive
experience with the 
people here as part of
my residency rotation
and the Midwest loca-
tion was a plus. The
variety of cases I•m
able to see here is
excellent.Ž

Doug Rivard, DO
Pediatric Radiology Fellow
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How do you find pediatric radiologists when the
shortage is so severe that only eight trained fellows are
available for 60 openings nationwide? You start your
own fellowship program and you work hard to mentor
radiology residents who are good candidates for the
field. 

Children•s Mercy launched a Pediatric Radiology
Fellowship in July 2006, by filling the newly created
position with a physician who had recently completed a
radiology residency rotation at the hospital. The hospi-
tal currently has collaborative resident training agree-
ments with several Midwest universities that should
provide a pool of talent. The program has been
approved for three fellows and hopes to grow to that
level in the next five years. 

Children•s Mercy performed more than 140,000 radio-
logic procedures last year, exceeding the fellowship
requirement by more than 125,000 procedures. That
volume, as well as broad exposure to pediatric radiology
including plain film, fluoroscopy, neuro-imaging, body
imaging, interventional radiology, and outpatient and
emergency imaging should make the new program
attractive to aspiring pediatric radiology candidates
throughout the region.

•We benefit from having a greater pool to recruit from,
but also our reputation grows as more students train
here and then go on to other institutions.Ž says Frank
Morello, MD, Radiology Section Chief. 

PEDIATRIC RADIOLOGY FELLOWSHIP

LISA LOWE, MD
PEDIATRIC RADIOLOGY

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
DIRECTOR

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF
RADIOLOGY, UMKC

FRANK MORELLO, MD
CHAIRMAN, DEPARTMENT OF

RADIOLOGY
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF

RADIOLOGY, UMKC

•Long range, I see Children•s
Mercy developing a national
reputation as a training 
hospital in pediatric 
radiology.Ž 

Frank Morello, MD 
Chairman, Department of
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In the pediatric ophthalmology field, you are known by
publications you put out and the people you train.
Children�s Mercy took another step forward in developing a
national reputation in pediatric ophthalmology with the
development of a Pediatric Ophthalmology Fellowship pro-
gram in 2006. 

The Pediatric Ophthalmology fellowship offers benefits for
both the fellow and the hospital, according to Scott Olitsky,
MD, Children�s Mercy Ophthalmology Section Chief and
Professor of Pediatrics, University of Missouri-Kansas City
School of Medicine. The hospital�s clinical volume, variety
of pathologies, and large surgical volume provides an ideal
training ground for fellows, enabling them to cover every
aspect of pediatric ophthalmology. In addition, the hospi-
tal�s affiliation with the University of Missouri-Kansas City
enables students to get involved in other ophthalmology
issues as well.

The hospital benefits from an enhanced academic reputa-
tion, the development of a base of quality physicians for
recruiting, and a stimulating academic environment that
challenges the hospital�s attending physicians. 

PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY FELLOWSHIP

SCOTT OLITSKY, MD
SECTION CHIEF,

OPHTHALMOLOGY
PROFESSOR OF PEDIATRICS,

UMKC

�Pediatric ophthalmology is a
small enough community that 
having a training program will
help us gain national recogni-
tion. We are training people
who will help put our section on
the national map.�

Scott Olitsky, MD
Ophthalmology Section Chief

and Fellowship Program Director
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