[image: image1.jpg]Children’s Mercy

HOSPITALS & CLINICS
Kansas City





	        COMMUNICATION  FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION

Read the following and mark only one box beside the description that best represents your child’s communication abilities.

	The child
	  CFCS 

       I

	· Is easily understood by familiar and unfamiliar persons

· Can begin a conversation without help or prompting

· Gets the message across without extra help
	□ Check if this describes the child’s function


	The child
	 CFCS 
     II

	· Has some difficulties communicating with unfamiliar persons needs some help/support:
1. prompt questions to initiate with unfamiliar listeners or situations

2. repetitions (to make themselves understood)

3. speech loudness

4. short phrasing for breath control or oral motor control

5. extra time
· Uses a speech or communication device that others easily understand without help
	□ Check if this describes the child’s function




	The child
	  CFCS   

     III

	· Can communicate a small range of messages/topics to most familiar people

· Needs help from a familiar person to be understood by others
· Uses yes/no responses appropriately

· Has a means of communication (gestures, device, signs…) that others can figure out from the situation 
	□ Check if this describes the child’s function




	The child
	  CFCS
      IV

	· Can initiate and attract attention but needs a familiar person who is familiar with their routine, likes and dislikes, and to interpret her communication

· Responds to familiar voices, sounds, and routines using body movement, facial expression, and vocalizations.

· Can anticipate familiar activities and routines.

· Accepts, rejects/refuses and/or protests – from offered choices. This may be by using body movements or vocalizations.
	□ Check if this describes the child’s function




	The child
	CFCS
    V

	· Communicates unintentionally using movement and behavior

· Needs full assistance from a familiar person to observe, interpret body movements and behaviors to know what the child’s wants and needs or daily routine are
	□ Check if this describes the child’s function
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