Algorithm for Otitis Media with Effusion




Primary care clinician examining an otherwise healthy child with no craniofacial or Pos Blood culture-peripheralneurological abnormalities or sensory deficits suspects otitis media with effusion (OME)


 














Does the patient still have OME 12 weeks after diagnosis by pneumatic otoscopy?





Confirm clinical diagnosis of OME by tympanometry





NO





Does the patient still have OME 6 weeks after diagnosis by pneumatic otoscopy?





Management should include:


Observation


Oral antibiotic therapy only if sign of infection


Environmental risk factor control counseling.





Is the clinician certain of the diagnosis of OME?





Clinician performs pneumatic otoscopy








Management should include:


Observation


Oral antibiotic therapy if signs of infection


Environmental risk factor control counseling


Option of hearing evaluation








YES





NO





YES





Exit algorithm to  appropriate individual patient management





NO





YES





Refer patient for hearing evaluation





�HYPERLINK "otitis2.doc"��Click here for continuation of this algorithm�








