


“John Lantos is a national treasure. Mary Harris Francis and the Francis Family Foundation
wanted the endowed chair they established at the Center for Practical Bioethics to enable us

to attract the best and the brightest in bioethics to honor John Francis’ life of leadership and
service,” said Myra Christopher, president and CEO of the Center for Practical Bioethics.

“The Center’s work in pediatric palliative care has made a difference for children and their
families who live with life-limiting and life-threatening diseases. Having one of our key
member partners take this concept to an even higher level is gratifying and builds Kansas City’s
reputation as a leader in bioethics,” Christopher said.

As an employee of Children’s Mercy, Lantos will provide clinical ethics consultation and
education for hospital staff, will work with researchers to analyze the potential dilemmas and
impacts of pediatric research, and will serve as an educational resource for the hospital and the
region.

Before coming to Kansas City, Lantos spent 21 years at the University of Chicago, most
recently as professor of pediatrics and the associate chair of pediatrics for academic affairs at the
University of Chicago. He received his medical degree from the University of Pittsburgh School
of Medicine and completed his residency in pediatrics at Children’s Hospital National Medical
Center in Washington, D.C. and his fellowship in clinical medical ethics at the University of
Chicago. He is board certified in pediatrics.

He has served as president of the American Society of Law, Medicine and Ethics and the
American Society of Bioethics and Humanities. He has been named one of the best pediatricians
in the Midwest by Ladies Home Journal. He has written or edited five books and has published
more than 250 journal articles and book chapters.

Lantos will continue to hold the Francis Chair through the end of this year. The Center for

Practical Bioethics has begun a national search for his replacement.
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